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Tri-Valley Inc. plans housewarming event 


 STAFF The Republican (Springfield, MA)  

Elders, disabled adults and hundreds of volunteers in the 25 towns served by Tri-Valley Inc. may join the agency staff in celebration this week. It's both a housewarming and an anniversary. Tri-Valley has served Warren, the Brookfields and towns to the east since 1976. Programs range from hot meals to home visits for health screening or companionship, supported by 500 area volunteers. It was renamed after being known as Tri-Valley Elder Services Inc. for many years. 

But its 30th year of service happened to fall in the first full year of occupancy for a one-time textile mill purchased and renovated in Dudley, to house Tri-Valley offices. 

The public is invited to see the transformation of the former Stevens Linen textile mill building - where some elder clients remember working during their careers - during an open house, from 1 to 4 p.m., on Dec. 13. 

The open house follows the Dec. 12 dedication of the building to longtime Executive Director Marilyn Travinski, and of the conference room to Tri-Valley's late board president Betty Warnke of Sturbridge, who died in May. 

The former mill's architectural makeover has provided a modern and adequately roomy work environment for some 70 employees. The workspace transformation has been just as striking for the agency itself, which started in single-room rental spaces in an era when people asked, "What's Meals on Wheels?" 

"People don't ask that one anymore," Garand said. 

Elders, disabled people or their caregivers who want to learn more about programs to encourage and assist with independent living in their community can call Tri-Valley Inc. toll-free at (800) 286-6640. 

IF YOU GO 

What: Open House, Tri-Valley Inc. headquarters; tour of renovated former mill 

Where: 10 Mill St., Dudley 

When: 1-4 p.m. Dec. 13 

For information: Toll-free 1 (800) 286-6640 

(COLOR) Marilyn Travinski 
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